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Lucde Clapiers, Marquis de Vauvenargues, was born at Aix,
in Provence, on August 6, 1715. His father belonged to the
official class, noblesse de robe. Owing to delicate health, he had
a poor education; he stands alone among the famous French
writers of the eighteenth century, as knowing neither Latin
nor Greek. At the age of eighteen he obtained a commission
in the army, and fought in 1734, the War of the Polish Succes-
sion, in Italy, and in 1742, the War of the Austrian Succession,
in Bohemia; in Marshal Belleisle's retreat from Prague he had
his feet frostbitten. Next he took part in the battle of Dettin-
gen, in 1743. Vauvenargues was a just officer, beloved by his
company. Dettingen was his last battle; he had to retire from
the service with his health ruined.
While still a soldier, in the monotonous periods of barrack
life, he had turned, like Descartes in the previous century, to
the love of letters and philosophy and the practice of writing,
and had corresponded on literature with the Marquis de Mira-
beau, father of the more famous statesman of that name, and
with Voltaire. On retiring from military service Vauvenargues,
though his means were very small, took up residence at Paris
and was received into the circle of Marmontel. In 1746 his
important work appeared: Introduction a la connaissance de
Fesprit kumain, suivte de reflexions et maximes. In the same
year he offered himself with his fellows, the gentlemen of
Provence, for the army against the Austrians, who had invaded
his native province; but his health made service impossible.
He died of consumption on May 28, 1747, at the age of
thirty-one. His literary and philosophical work is distin-
guished by grace, force and precision, sobriety and strictly
controlled imagination; Sainte-Beuve has compared him to
Ewald von Kleist, the poet, was a professional soldier, and,
like Vauvenaigues, a fine instance of the type of scholar-officer.
He was bom in the same year as Vauvenargues, on March 3,
1715, at Zeblin, in Pomerania. He belonged to an old landed
family. Although Protestant, he was educated at the Jesuit
college at Deutsch-Krone, ^d later at the Danzig Gymnasium.

